Organic acids in urine from preterm infants.
The organic acid excretion was studied in urine samples from 26 preterm infants on the 1st and 5th days of life and the results compared to those obtained in 5 samples from full-term neonates. Gas-chromatography-mass spectrometry with a computer system was the method used in this work. The acids tabulated were those more closely related to lactic acidosis and the Krebs cycle. Great variations were found in the excretion of these acids in preterm infants in contrast to the very homogeneous pattern obtained in full-term neonates.